Foreword
The loss of biodiversity, the impact of climate change, and the growth of the world's urban population, the main challenges of this century for life on earth, are all strongly interconnected. The Tenth Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity in Nagoya (Japan) in October 2010 acknowledged that cities can significantly contribute to global efforts to protect and enhance biodiversity and ecosystem services by the adoption of the ''Plan of Action on Cities and Biodiversity 2011-2020''. This significant political milestone was prepared at two important side-events to COP 10 in Japan, the Second Confer- This issue will bring out some further contributions held during the Second URBIO Conference in Nagoya in a follow-up of the Special issue ''Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services: Importance of Cities for post 2010 perspective''.
We have collected papers from Asia, Europe, South Africa, and South America that examine biodiversity in urban areas and explore how landscape design can influence native biodiversity. The recently published Cities and Biodiversity Outlook has underlined the importance of sustainable landscape design especially for areas including India, China, and South America where rapid global urbanization is predicted for the next three decades.
We are grateful to our Japanese colleagues who organized the URBIO Conference in Nagoya 2010 and to the Journal ''Landscape and Ecological Engineering'' for publishing further scientific papers from this meeting.
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